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Grade 4 Spanish (Master) 
 

 Essential Questions Content Skills 
Fall How do readers apply reading strategies to improve understanding 

and fluency? 
  
How are alphabets similar or different across languages and 
cultures?     

A. Spanish Alphabet 
A. Letter pronunciation 
  
 
 
B. Spanish/English dictionary use 
 

A. Identify the letters of the Spanish alphabet 
A. Recognize sound-letter correlation in the Spanish alphabet 
A. Spell Spanish words using the Spanish alphabet 
A. Write words when spelled in Spanish 
  
B. Look up words in the Spanish/English dictionary 
B. Utilize the Spanish/English dictionary appropriately as a resource 
 

 What are the major geographical features of the earth? 
  
What are the five themes of geography? 
  
How have people over time utilized resources in different areas? 
  
How does geography affect the culture of an area? 
  
How do I talk about the location of an item in Spanish? 
  
 

A. Geographical Regions 
     -climate 
     -animals 
     -plants 
     -location 
  
B. Spanish verbs 
     -estar (location) 
     -ser (characteristics) 
  

A. Identify and give the proper name for seven different 
geographical regions 
A. Describe the climate of a given region 
A. Identify plants and animals of a given region 
A. Discuss the characteristics and location of a given region 
A. Identify a given region on a map 
A. Identify the countries of Central and South America on a map 
  
B. Use the verb estar correctly to describe location 
B. Use the verb ser correctly to describe a region 

 What are the dynamic relationships of living and nonliving elements 
in an ecosystem? 
  
How do various adaptations ensure the survival of the different 
species in an ecosystem? 
  
What is a verb? 
  
How can I use nouns and verbs to improve my speaking and writing 
in Spanish? 

A. Galápagos Islands 
     -geography 
     -climate 
     -location 
  
A. Animals of the Galápagos 
     -food chains 
     -native vs. introduced 
     -animal characteristics 
  
B. Verbs 
     -comer 
     -estar 
     -ser 
     -correr 
     -caminar 
     -vivir  
 

A. Identify animals living in the Galapagos Islands 
A. Use animal vocabulary in conversation 
A. Describe the weather and climate of the Galapagos 
A. Locate and Tell the location of the Galapagos Islands on a map 
A. Describe animals and what they eat 
A. Identify levels in a food chain 
  
 
 
 
B. Tell what a verb is 
B. Identify verbs in speaking and writing 
B. Use verbs in the present tense first person in speaking and writing 

Winter What does electricity mean to a house? 
  
How would I describe my environment in Spanish? 

A. Rooms in the house 
A. Items in a house 
A. Electric/non-electric 
  

A. Identify the rooms in a house 
A. Tell items found in different rooms in a house 
A. Describe a house's items and characteristics 
A. Differentiate between electric and non-electric 
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B. Numbers 
  
C. House descriptions 
     -Hay 
     -Tener 
  
D. House needs and wants 
     -Querer 
     -Necesitar 
  
E. Question words 
  
F. Definite/Indefinite Articles 
G. Plural formation 
 

  
B. Use and create large numbers in conversation 
  
C-E. Ask and answer questions to describe a house 
C-E. Describe a house and its contents 
C-E. Express needs and wants as related to a house and its contents 
  
F-G. Match the correct article with a noun 
F-G. Form plurals correctly in writing and speaking 

 How do the resources in an area affect the culture present there? 
  
How have wars and territorial disputes changed the landscape of the 
United States? 
  
How has desert climate affected the way people live in the 
southwestern United States? 

A. Southwest US 
     -location 
     -geography 
     -climate 
     -economy 
     -culture 
  
B. Estar 
B. Weather expressions 
  
  
 

A. Use vocabulary related to the southwestern United States and its 
characteristics in speaking and writing 
A. Identify the states of the southwest 
A. Tell the location of the southwest in Spanish 
A. Describe the climate of the southwest 
A. Discuss the products and practices in the American southwest 
A. Identify the unique characteristics of the southwest 
  
B. Use the verb estar correctly when speaking about location 
 B. Tell the weather of a given place 
 B. Ask and answer questions about the southwest 

Spring How are the different components of the universe interrelated? 
  
How are the parts of the universe both constant/or ever changing? 
  
How can I describe my environment? 

A. Planets 
     -properties 
     -location 
 
B. Objects in the Solar System 
  
C. Ordinal Numbers 
  
D. Alien Life 
     -body parts 
     -colors 
     -movements 
  
E. Verbs to describe 
 -third person vs. first person 
     -hay 

A. Describe a planet and its properties 
A. Tell the location of a planet 
  
B. Identify and describe objects in the solar system 
  
C. Use ordinal numbers to tell the location of a planet 
  
D. Use alien life vocabulary to describe created aliens 
D. Describe human beings using Spanish vocabulary 
  
E. Utilize correct verb form in writing and speaking 
  
F. Ask why something is the way it is 
 F. Tell why something is the way it is 
  
G. Use correct agreement when describing planets, their properties 
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     -estar 
     -tener 
     -ser 
  
F. Why and because 
  
G. Adjective agreement 

and alien life 
  

 How does an organized story structure help in understanding of the 
story elements? 
  
How do readers understand the broad range of reading materials and 
genres? 
  
How do readers apply word structure and vocabulary skills to 
comprehend selections? 

A. Myths 
  
B. Aztec/Inca/Maya 
     -civilizations 
     -history 
     -location 
     -myths 
  
C. ¿Por qué? 
  

A. Identify characteristics of myths 
  
B. Identify the locations of the Aztec/Inca/Maya civilizations on a 
map 
 B. Identify and record characteristics of each native group 
 B. Recognize important historical facts about the native groups 
 B. Understand myths told in these cultures 
 B. Identify and use vocabulary related to the Aztec/Inca/Maya 
myths in conversation and writing 
 B. Retell an Aztec/Inca/Maya myth 
 B. Compare Spanish myths to Greek myths 
  
C. Ask and tell why something happened 
 C. Discuss how myths explained a natural occurrence 
 

 


